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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
February 25, 1985

NATIONAL SECURITY DECISION
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 164

- National Security Launch Strategy

NSDD 144, National Space Strategy, states that the Space
Transportation System (STS) will continue as the primary space
launch system for both national security and civil government
missions. It also directs DoD to pursue an improved assured
launch capability that will be complementary to the STS. This
NSDD provides a launch strategy to implement these two pro-
visions, as well as initiate a study to look toward the future
development of a second-generation space transportation system.

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and
the Department of Defense (DoD) will work together to insure
that the STS is fully operational and cost-effective at a
‘llght rate sufficient to meet justlfled needs. (The target
rate is 24 flights per year.)

The Air Force will buy ten expendable launch vehicles (ELVs)
and will launch them at a rate of approximately two per year
during the period 1988-92. A competitive decision will be made
between a Titan derivative vehicle and the SRB-X before March
1, 1985.

‘DoD will rely on the STS as its primary launch vehicle and will
commit to at least one-third of the STS flights available
aurlng the next ten years. NASA and DoD will jointly develop a
pricing policy for DoD flights that prov1des a positive incen-
tive for flying on the Shuttle. The pricing policy will be
based upon the principle that an agreed reimbursement rate per
flight will be comprlsed of a fixed and variable component.
This will result in an annual fixed fee and a charge per fllgh
at marginal or incremental costs. NASA will propose a pricing
policy based upon this principle by April 15, 1985.

DoD and NASA will jointly study the development of a sec-
ond-generation space transportation system - making use of
manned and unmanned systems to meet the requirements of all
users. A full range of options will be studied, including
Shuttle-derived technologies and others. It would be
anticipated that NASA would be responsible for systems manage-
ment of civil manned systems and DoD would be responsible for
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. systems management of unmanned systems. DoD and NASA will
jointly define thg terms of reference of this effort for
lssuance as a National Security Study Directive (NSSD).

aAny disagreements regarding implementation of this Strategy

shogld be refex.:red first to the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs and subsequently, if necessary, to

the President for resolution.
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Nationa) Seéurity
Decisfjon Directive

Natfonal Security Space Launch Strateay

A strong, balanced national space launch capability coupled
with a broad industrial base is essential to ensure continued U.S.
leadership in space operations. The Department of Defense must
maintain a complementary space launch capability to avoid total .
dependence on a single system for access to space in support of
the arowing national security dependence. on space systems.

Accordingly, I have decided that the Shuttle Derived Vehicle
(SDV-1E) will not satisfy the nation's near-term requirement for a
complement to the STS to provide a more assured access to space.
The satisfaction of defined, near-term national security require-
ments for a Shuttle complement must not be compromised in the
interest of undefined, future launch capabilities. 1In accordance
| with the current Administration plans, the Air Force competition
S between the Titan 34D7 and the Shuttle derived SRB-X will be com-
| pleted and the resultinog procurement fully supported as the program
| best suited to implement the assured access aspects of the National
| : Space Strategy. ,

| The DoD will continue to use the STS for the majority of its

} routine support nmissions in peacetime. MASA will concentrate
their efforts on achieving the full range of STS operational capa-

\ bilities needed to support these missions and provide flexible and

‘ ~ efficient manned space-flight operations.
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